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Dean Thomas LaVeist was a leader in organizing fellow Black members of the
National Academy of Medicine to urge Black Americans to get the COVID-19
vaccine. 

In a new video released today, Black members of the National Academy of Medicine
(NAM), the premier health science organization in the United States, are urging
Black Americans to get the COVID-19 vaccine when it becomes available to them.

The members initially made their case encouraging Black Americans to get
vaccinated in a New York Times op-ed published on February 7, 2020.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Black Americans are
1.9 times as likely to die from COVID-19 than white Americans. While Pew Research
data shows that Black Americans may not be as hesitant to get the vaccine as
originally feared, 37% still say they will not get the vaccine and express concerns
ranging from potential side effects to the speedy development of the vaccines to
mistakes the medical community has made in the past.

“Trust in government does not come easily for our community,” says one member in
the video, as news headlines scroll past describing abuse of the Black community in
the name of science. The Black scientists, doctors, nurses, public health experts, and
other health professional members of the NAM say that they have reviewed the
research and have confidence in the vaccines. Some of the 64 members have
participated in the development of the vaccines.
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Access remains an issue in getting the vaccine, with distribution not evenly spread
out among communities and a digital barrier keeping some from being able to sign
up for an appointment, according to Kaiser Health News.  But, while vaccine access
issues have begun to improve in some parts of the country, vaccine hesitancy
remains as an additional impediment to safeguarding the nation against the novel
virus.

The group has partnered with YouTube to help both produce and promote the video,
which will be featured across the platform and appear on its homepage. 

“It is critical that the Black community – our community – not wait to get the
vaccine,” says Dr. Thomas A. LaVeist, PhD, dean of the Tulane School of Public
Health and Tropical Medicine. “In the US, we have over half a million documented
COVID-19 deaths and as many as one-third who have been sick may continue to
suffer from long-term impacts that we are only now beginning to understand.
Because of inequities built into the health and health care landscape, Black
Americans stand a much greater chance of negative outcomes from COVID, making
it all the more urgent that they have access to and get the vaccine.”
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Dean Thomas LaVeist is featured in the video receiving his Covid-19 Vaccine shot
(photo provided by Dr. Thomas LaVeist).

"We now have a strategic and aggressive approach to improving the vaccination
program in the United States however, major inequities in vaccine access and
acceptance continue to persist," said Georges C. Benjamin, MD, executive director of
the American Public Health Association. "A return to more normal times is within
reach. But to keep heading in that direction, we must enhance people’s confidence
in the vaccine to achieve our ultimate goal of being able to freely do the things we
love to do.”

The video can be seen on YouTube and additional resources may be found on The
Skin You’re In a website and multimedia project dedicated to issues of health equity
in the Black community.
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